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tion, and it is of the most serious importance. You may perhaps
receive it with some doubts, because, though I advance it as a
positive fad that I know,1 I cannot commit to paper my autho-
rity, nor must I be quoted for it myself. An idea has gone
abroad, that the persecutions in the North have been fomented
by Government, and however diabolical and absurd such a measure
would be for any purpose of politics, it has gained belief, and has
disaffected a great body of the Catholics of every rank through-
out the kingdom/ 2

A few months after this letter, Denis Browne, the brother
of Lord Altamount, sent the Government a list of the fugitives
who were on Lord Altamount's estate, and especially in the
neighbourhood of Castlebar. He described them as very un-
willing to give information, cfrom suspicion of the motive of
inquiry, natural enough in their aggrieved and distressed situa-
tion/ c You may be assured/ he continued, 'that though the list
I send you of names in this part of Mayo amounts to 950, yet that
it is short of the numbers about here. . . , It is certainly of
the greatest consequence to the well-being of this country, the
Government should be informed accurately of the circumstances
of a matter so new and alarming as this strange and cruel persecu-
tion. ... Be assured that no circumstance that has happened
in Ireland for a hundred years past, has gone so decidedly to
separate the mind of this country from the Government. . . .
The emigration from the North continues; every day families
arrive here with the wreck of their properties/ 3

' I am assured/ wrote Lord Altamount a few days later,c and
I have no reason to doubt the truth of it, that near 4,000 of
those unhappy fugitives have sought shelter in the county of
Mayo, and a number that I cannot take on me to compute, in
other parts of the province of Oonnaught. All of them that
have come within my reach have conducted themselves peace-
ably, or very generally so, and I have the most positive assurances
from the priests, that intimation will be given if any ill inten-
tions should be found among them; . . . but nevertheless I
cannot but recommend that every additional precaution should
be used, having in consideration the cruel injuries they allege

1  Underlined in the original.             27, 1796.

2  Lord Altamount to Cooke, July          3 Denis Browne, Itfov. 5, 1796.